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Thanks to the 50 or so peo-

ple who came to the Kings- Auslan Intro courses 2
cliffe BBQ and made it such a

great event.

Tweed Walk-In 2
Thanks also to those who
traveled from Coffs Harbour
and Lismore to attend the

BBQ. It is always good to see MAA on Gold Coast 2
different communities socialis-

ing and supporting each other.
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Office Coffee Mornings Hungry Days

More Important News

Due to their popularity we will be continu- Also proving to be very popular are the new For Casino residents
ing the office coffee mornings on the fourth Hungry Days, which are going to be the sec-
Tuesday of each month. ond Tuesday of each month.

In June’s newsletter we said
that Richmond Valley Council

The next office coffee morning is on Tues- In July we had around had recently made available a
day 28th August starting at 10am. 20 people turn up at text/SMS access ngmber for
Heritage Park, which % the Deaf community to con-

was great to see. tact the Council.
That number has now
changed and is;

If you've missed the ones we've had so far
then take the opportunity to come and

have a cuppa and a chat. Unfortunately there will
be no hungry Day in \_-/ 0428 247 389
: - August due to Craig r You can contact this number
it is 2 great oppor- being on annual leave, during business hours for any
tunity for hearing . s0 the next hungry Day Council inauiri
to improve their ) ouncil inquiries.
is on 11th September.

Auslan in a social
situation and for
Deaf people to
socialize and catch

up.

Please ignore
the old num-

Food and drinks are provided so come along. ber.




Auslan Introduction courses Tweed Walk-In

The Deaf Society of NSW are The venue for the Tweed walk-in service has now

running an Auslan Introduc-
tion course commencing on

Tuesday August 14th.

The course will be located at
the Northern NSW office of

the Deaf Society, in Lismore.

It will run for 8 weeks from
6pm to 8pm each week.

The course cost is $88.

If you are interested in book-

ing for this course or know

someone who is, then please

contact Craig ASAP.

We hope this will be the first
of a regular series of courses
SO your support is needed to
make sure we have the num-

bers to continue.

Please forward these details to
anyone you know who might

be interested in learning.

changed.

The walk in service operates every third Thursday of
the month and is now to be located at Showcase on
the Beach in Coolangatta in the Muffin Break coffee

area.
Walk-In operates from 10am to 2pm each month and
the next one will be on 16th August.
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Please note that Craig
will not be there on
16th due to annual
leave, but the commu-
nity have decided to

go ahead anyway.

See you there.

Media Access Australia - Gold Coast workshop

Media Access Australia are
holding a workshop on the
Gold Coast on Wednesday

22nd August at 1.30pm.

This workshop is free and will
be held at the Robina Library

meeting room, Robina Park-
way.

Afternoon tea will be pro-
vided.

The workshop will discuss
how you can make a differ-

ence.
° Learn more about
captions on TV.

Craig’s Annual Leave

This is to let everyone know
that Craig will be taking an-

nual leave from Monday 13th
August until Friday 24th Au-

gust.

During this time the
Northern NSW
office of the Deaf

Society will be shut.
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If anything urgent is
needed you may
contact the Deaf
Society’s Parramatta office

either by;

phone - 1800 898 333
SMS - 0405602293
Or email
info@deafsociety.com

Craig will be out of
email & SMS contact

during this time.
The office re-opens on
Monday 27th August.

All courses held in the
office will go ahead as

normal during this time.

. What to do about bad be covered.
quality captions.

. Want to see cap-
tioned movies at your

local cinema?

4

. Want to know more
about captioning on

DVD’s?
All these topics and more will

mediaa
u_,tral-w
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Bunnings Fundraiser at Coffs

On Saturday 30th June the
Coast Coast Deaf Commu-
nity Inc held a fundraiser at
Bunning's hardware in

Coffs Harbour.

This was a successful day and
thanks to all those who par-

ticipated.

There should be more of
these coming in 2008.




Deaf Social News

Gold Coast
Gold Coast Deaf Club

2nd Saturday night of the
month at Helensvale Tavern.

8 Sir John Overall Dve
Helensvale

6pm onwards...

Come along for drinks and a
chat.

Reasonably priced meals avail-
able at the Tavern.

11th August 2007 & 8th Sep-
tember 2007.

Gold Coast Deaf Group

1st Monday of the month at
Robina Town Centre.

At Café Campanile near the
waterfall in the centre of the

shopping complex.

10am onwards...

For further information contact
Christine White SMS 0415 952

205 or Fax 07 5578 5032

Lismore
Lismore Family Social Days
AUGUST

Office Coffee Morning - 10am
on August 28th at Deaf Society

office.

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 9th September at 11am

Pop Dennison Park in Ballina
for BBQ and swim (if warm

enough).

BYO food and drink or a plate
to share.

PoD will sell sausage sizzle $1
each, soft drinks $1 each and

fruit poppers $1 each.

Hungry Day - Heritage Park
BBQ area near childrens play-
ground at 11.30am on Tuesday

11th September.

Office Coffee Morning - 10am
on September 25th at Deaf

Society office.

OCTOBER

Sunday 7th October at 11am
On the river near Evans Head
caravan park.

This is a free Deaf Society com-
munity BBQ and all food and
drink will be provided by the

Deaf Society.

Hungry Day - Heritage Park
BBQ area near childrens play-

Coffs Coast Community Worker

For all those who don't already know, the Deaf Society do have an

office in Coffs Harbour.

This office is staffed by Brooke Duffy, the Coffs Coast Community
Worker, who is there to work with the Coffs Coast Deaf Commu-

nity.

If you are in Coffs Harbour or nearby and need some assistance, you
can contact Brooke on 6651 9692 (voice) or 0401 230 911 (voice

ground at 11.30am on Tuesday
9th October.

Office Coffee Morning - 10am
on October 23rd at Deaf Soci-

ety office.

Coffs Harbour

AUGUST

Social Day picnic on August
26th

Pet Porpoise pool Reserve
(next to the creek)

Starts at 11am and is BYO food
and drinks.

SEPTEMBER

Social day picnic on Sunday
September 23rd.

Sawtell Pool, Sawtell.

BYO lunch and drinks.

If it’s raining then it will be
moved to 109 Albany St Coffs

Harbour.

OCTOBER

National Week of Deaf people
BBQ.

Jetty Foreshore - Saturday 14th
October.

BYO - nibbles and drink.

and text) or bduffy@deafsociety.com.

The Coffs office is open Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 9am to 2pm.

Bring some money for a sau-
sage sizzle.

Tweed Heads
Tweed Deaf Social night

Friday 24nd August & Friday
28th September 2007.

Horizons Lounge Bar, level 3
Twin Towns Services Club

7pm onwards...

Tweed Drop-In and Coffee
morning

Showcase on the Beach,
Coolangatta from 10am to 2pm

in the Muffin Break coffee area.

16th August & 20th September.

Mid-North Coast

Community BBQ

Sunday 12th August 2007 at
10am.

The BBQ is to be held at Cres-
cent Head near the Crescent

Head caravan Park.

BYO everything for BBQ.
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Working with and for the Deaf
community of NSW

We’'re on the Web!

www.deafsocietynsw.org.au

Regional Services Coordinator

Craig Bishop

New Technology in Wales

AWELSH not-for-profit company has developed technology to help deaf people
communicate with people in the hearing community.

The video telephony product was launched at BT’ data centre in Cardiff Bay
yesterday by SignWales , a Cardiff-based social enterprise set up by the Deaf As-
sociation of Wales and Deaf Studies Trust.

It will allow deaf people to communicate with each other in sign language at a
distance and also to talk with the hearing community through the use of online
interpreters.

Using broadband internet technology it is hoped the service will help develop
links between the hearing and deaf communities.

And eventually, it is envisaged such technology will be used by everyone.

SignWales also offers daily news in sign language at the touch of a button, through
a special server which makes the connections for the users.

This feature connects deaf people to news and also a range of information from
companies and local authorities who must by law include deaf signers in their
distribution.

Businesses and public bodies can also supply information and talk directly to deaf
customers and clients.

Welsh businesswoman Sarah Lawrence, who is deaf, runs Deaf-Friendly Solutions,
an in-service training business for Deaf and hearing organisations.

She said, “I established my business six years ago, | wanted to train staff in organi-
sations so deaf people have more
opportunities and so employees
have more deaf awareness train-
ing.

“This is the next step, this is
about being able to contact cus-
tomers directly. In the past I've
had to communicate via email or
interpreters on the phone, this
means | will be able to talk to
hearing people direct. Traditionally, funding has gone on the medical side of things,
trying to give deaf people the ability to hear.This is totally different.”

Martha'’s Vineyard Sign Language

(MVSL) is a sign language (now extinct),
once widely used on the island of Mar-
tha's Vineyard off the coast of Massa-
chusetts, U.S., from the early 18th cen-
tury to the mid 20th century. It was
remarkable for its use by both deaf and
hearing people in the community; con-
sequently, deafness did not become a
barrier to participation in public life.
Martha's Vineyard Sign Language is also
notable for the role it played in the
development of American Sign Lan-

guage.

The language was able to thrive on
Martha's Vineyard because of the un-
usually high percentage of deaf island-
ers. In 1854, when the island's deaf
population peaked, the United States
national average was one deaf person in
5728, while on Martha's Vineyard it was
one in 155. In the town of Chilmark,
where most of the deaf people lived, it
was 1 in 25; in a section of Chilmark
called Squibnocket, as much as a quar-

ter of the population of 60 was deaf.

Hearing people sometimes signed even

when there were no deaf people pre-
sent: children signed behind a school-
teacher's back; adults signed to one
another during church sermons; and
farmers signed to their children across
a wide field, where the spoken word

would not carry.

Frequently, the i .
punchlines to dirty |4
jokes were told
only in sign lan-
guage.




